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B PLOTTER 2: NAYYIF SENTENCED TO

TFHE RADIO ALSO SAY3 THAT. THE
=NAYYIF AND HIS CLIQUE ON T AR
OGRESS IVE REGIME IN IRAQ, AND HASE

DEATH BY FIRING SQUAD+.

FUBBC MON, 0755 2/3 G.T.

T
85 PLOTTER 3:

THE RAL10 ALSO SAYS T

_—RAW| AND LT. TAHR JA8
BY FIRING SQUAD AND TEHAT
IN. ABSENT A TO DEATH BY

END BSC MON Q75E 2/3 C.T.




| B6 SENTENCES CFULL) 2:

THE COURT HAS ESTASLISHED THAT CRI
WITH THE ‘CLIOUE INVOLVED
THE 17TE JULY REVOLUT 10N.
MEAN PLUT. HE CONDUCTED
ENTRUSTED WITH THE EXECUT IGH
AGENT  IRAN

HE i
PLOTTERS WITH MONEY 1O OVERTHROM THE REVOLUT [ONARY.
AND STAB THE IRARL ARMY CN THE FROMTLINE, IN THE BACK:

CRIMINAL AL-WAYIF'S NAME WAS FREQUENT
RECORDINGS OF ThE PLOTTERS' MEETIN
CITIZENS AT THE TAME. THIS
AL-NAYIF AND THE PLOTTERS

. "‘CIRCL.E;;- WHICH STAND BEHIND

‘MF BBC MON 2/3 JL CTVND |

Bb.  SENTENCES CFULL) 3:

THE SPEC IAL COURT MET ON aw
SHIP. OF TAHA AL=JAZRAVL AND. 3

o/
1-=RETIRED STAFF COL ABD..

' UABIR ARE SENTENCED (N AGSE

mORﬂANGE WITH ART ICLES 1
e

Yor



12 February, 1970 23

(7E0.1/6)

HeEa

Abortive Coup in Irag

we are gratefnl for the very full coverasge that
you and other mewbers of your staff have proviced on
the extraordinary events of 21 January. Your letter
1/6 of 31 Januery was particularly useful,

2. The Iragi's treatment of the corpses cf those
exeented for their part dn the plot, as deseribed in
your first parsgraph, certalnly eeems to justify the
epithets used by the press here. The newspapers now
have lost interest in Iraq and sre not taking much
notice of the latest deterioration in Irag/Iran
relations, so the Iragis shonld have nothing further to
complain about (es far as the bimsed "Eritish publicity
media" are concerned) until the next series of
executions?

Je The Iragis, having caught the Iranians with their
pants well below thelir knees on this occasion, appear
to be intent on expleiting their advsntage te the full.
As ususl they have over=-reacted snd I doc not think that
any of their Arab or other friends Peslly believe that
the Iranisns pose a direct military threat to Iraq.
Fresent Iranian tactics appear to us to be aimed at
confusing the issve by concentrasting on publicising the
Irsgig treatment of their diplomats in Baghdad and such
representations as reported in our telegram no., 57 of
30 Janvary (to Tehran)/ hove been made in most Western

capitelse The Iranian™~/Ambasssador called on the Sceretary

of “tate today and surpridngly enough did not have much
to ssy abont Ireg apart from a generanlised dissertntion
on the threst to the Gulfl presented by Russian influence
there.

Lie Judging from the fact, thet so fer, no dramatic
announcement has been made in Baghdad about peace with
the Xurde, Iranien blandishments to Bagzani may now be
proving more effective, st lesst as far as he personally
is concerned, than the prospect of living in en uncasy
peace with the Da'athists,.

(7. Fo Tripp)
T'e He Geo Balfour Paul,

BAGHDAD

£ reSlaent Awael Kanman Aref

nister.,

It will be recalle

=t

AT
S NFIDENTIAL

and by Major General Ibrahim Al Daoud, the former Defense Mi-

that Al Nayef was appointed Premier after the July 17th, 1968, caup wh-

ile Al Diaoud was named Defense Minister. On July 30th --13 days later-- Nayef was ousted and

w
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E = b Bat President Nixon™ :ﬁh“hﬁ:ﬂ—nm ®

¥ SEFVICE COnmesary | s o

% Aad Siyhawes did oot surprise or {righten (ho Araby, WO were prenared 1o pay fhe full iibe
price for victory, =

Alse ralerving fo Prenddent Moo s dec ision “to sapply the wmppal,
25 more Phaniom aire ralt”, mid that the Arab masyey kmtw they
nu.husaamnnd-ql—o&-hm,--wm wach
Israel

winld be exposed 1o nare
ety hat the time would come whies the plicts, loo, would come from the OEA.*

Twe Swissalr Incident  Is 3 commentary an 35th February, Beiret radls sid that
© w3 alrcraft ineidints ia Swilzeriind™ 1o fan hatred aming the Arabs wying
deapits the (At it the MesiSIasce arganisat ions were not respongible. *

Durmasrus ridls, Sommenting o S8k February on “RIGNIST atlems Lo exploit the
oy storious Swiss alreraft incident'”. sasd that Ry quAriers (Bought it nat wdlicely that ol at=
i had btn “armnged by the Zimis! sisment. The radic smid that te Losdon ALrpiet

orhers iad withdraws iheir borcatt of Arab aircrall on realibing Bat Britis imterests. They ,
might sufler as 3 resllt: it added thit Swiss Isterests might 1lss seiter, &

he PrLY Posteard o Iyriel  lsrael radio broadcast (e folowing report st 21,00 GAST
P e = e L Ministey recently received a postcard lrom the Fopslar  14th,
Front far the Ummuhmlmmupﬁmum organisalion flays 9
inattacka o sircrafi. The postcard shows an atbachk oman Ei Al 3rera, It was seat Cihan

9 from 5 is Spain and agains! Tiosism and rael, =

Presi The in mmmuaam-mm- .
Hwassoc President Tito's lour of various Arsh coustries had come ai 3 exec~
L3 wrilical EncEre whes the Aribs wery ‘m-m-ﬂ: it had come

ALOT. 00

Tio had received Abu Tarig, represetative of Fatal is Libya, in e presence of
" Colomel My"smmar al-Qadhill, Chalrmas of the Revalutioe Comnmand Coumell sad

Premier, and certain of the C
b wis st2ied 10 have aaid adterwards that Pregidest Tito had Yugoalavia's

Lo reind Palvsine and to Mlesa ™y wctivities wgainst

ke Zisnisd ganglers®. At 07.50 GWT the radio began 4 relay from Tripel airpart
roportiar the dega al P Tite, who was d o b
&l 0%, 20 GMT. The relay suifered & series of
bechnical fauits, n-r-rmuu.nmﬂ—-mn-’.ﬂa_
n fact Jeet 81 10,30 {i. . OB, 30 GMT).

3 F

® For details see Appradices

Parzani, He emphasized that neithor of the twe sides could achiove
F'ghl.lw-l ury victories.

National Front, While stressing that the ruling Baath was still
“.nﬂ-'ﬂu nations | Frou, Tekriti ssid Jmt practical sieps have
this ond o the level f trafe unions, syndicatss and stedents federatisne
Iraq whs also making Aloris to Lring about closer cooperation with other

LA - |




CHIMINAL AL-HAY IF PARTIC IPATED
ILED REACTIOMARY PLOT TO OVERTHROW
LLY TOOK PART IN PLANN ING THE -l‘
CONTACTS WITH THE ELEMENTS

OT. AND THEIR MASTERS [N THE
MS OF AMER ICAM
P.OT AND
PLY ING THE
E IN IRAQ

IRAQ AND FOR G
REVOLUT ICNARY R
TLINE, IN THE SACK.

JUENTLY MENT IONED IN THE SECRET
NGS, WHICH WERE BROADCAST 70 THE
AOYED :Ft.tl.osz CONTACTS B&TvEE
J.L"\.!\’l" AL Tl—' PLOT
CIRCLES pF[«.: STAND .Irl IND THEM:

MF. B8C HON 2/3 JL  (TYH) OBORS

Y
« B6  SENTENCES C(FULL) 3t
i I AND. PASSED THE

ACCOZDANCE

WF BBC MON 2/3 JL (TVH)

e
“u--l.n-th‘ ..mﬂ-hmumm
«- 4id not soecily) . order Lo serve the Arab ¢



X

e ———

"l Al Dirosd was s o N 'rhl-ﬂﬂ‘p .

tpat Local AR tioarstatst apinisd was mich

%he sxecailons thecaelves then Dy the Laut s COTDEES
weray at 1gsst ln some caoesy kicked and dusped in
e mad entsida the houses © with the mords

nTgke ¥OUr sogi" Tbe olued)y i plotters Les
suppose) part of the Iragl wal of 1ife ard looally accepted asd
anahy out this #inal s4onacheturning detall was O a

it mucls

fne British Frads aad the EEC.

3z, Ir 8 saree, 0f Guarser ?_n%g and tne EEC played into
ihe hende of the Government Lare and enapled it 4o sountal-
athack viciouslly sointing sut thet the British wpress saxpalgn”
sgainst Irae provel wiere British syapathies_lay and, oy &
eonvenient A0 aiter, t0 deduce that ths British were behind
tne plots ~% moy nave Sl the 1 s %o which tnls line
was taken oY Bagndad Badio in the =on sori r
iastgx.oni 23 Janessy

Bakr
leaders) and Slal

agricaltural function) have e

J.P. Tripps E80es anfy
lanr EastaTh Deparizent
Forelgn & uomn.-mh Office, o .
Londan, 5.W. 1

| !
]
1

-
Mimster. On July ¥0uh ==1% diys later- Nuyel
- was ousted and

(EEIN MR SR

R



r 1ess direct nature I
was the reference i

g more O

eader
the Governme
‘gpposite. Whether or

q'used of a gbvermeni b}

a correspondent to 1loo
~perhaps open to question.

gon\rarsntinn with the Foreign Ml_.gmg‘

5 [ A

4 not meet Shelkhly in the immediate aftermath
; d by him when I arrived at the
January. 1 thought it as
ation (as H

well 1 did Donnld “
Hawley immediately be & kept it up wntil he
left the party hali took muach the same line
as had Dre Daud t hammering avay af British
hem). I held %o the

publicity media .-

position that sul cutions were something British public

opinion could not and vihen he telked gbout the BBC'e
offect on Anglo/Iragi aelntions, I said that if the Iraqi 3
insisted on basing their foreign relations on independent
press and radio commant, that was their atfair, but it did not

geem to me 8 productive way of ruming forcign policy. We for

our part did not base our relations with Irag on what the controlled
Iraql press and ragio sald abow Sheikhly then breathtakingly
| declared that the Iraqgi press, Government did provide

\ priefing, was at 1iberty %o say exactly what it 1liked.

Ireni ag”gomglicit ¥
the conspirators' conversations, of

_ 5. The tepe-recordings of

it which five or six inotalments have now been bromdcast by Baghdad
| Radio, bear all the marks of authenticity. loregver, they i
| confirm in singular detail such evidence us was already o hand

k of Iranian involvement. 1t may ve worth adding that the Iranian
| Chargé has admitted to Philip licKearnsy and others that "gome
members of the Embassy staff" were indeed implicated, though he
insists that the Ambagsador himself was unaware of what was going
on. In point of fach, T have myself beeh 1ed by various pointers
to wonder whebher Ameli himself had not indeed been left in the
dark, hovever, astonighing this must seeil. (Certainly his
performance at a dinner party which both of us attended - in, of
all places, the American Embassy! = on the night of 21 January was
J/auite

CONFLDENTTAL ok !

L
ﬂ
|
o I‘ e ey waS

¥ ] b
— — 4
ile Al Diaoud was named Defense Minister




30 pelle

;g no‘udigg‘ c8y
A een |
‘e underst

.. .‘gﬁ‘gteet on_the Kurds

Your Department will also
f the prosp

1.
~ ourrent assessment 0
Baragani which have been procee ing
that, in the 1ight of the abortive coup,
of a dilemma. On the one hand, he may
have now secured such a grip on this count
come to terms while the coming is goods
& _pne must assume that, having failed %o
|y cour—de-main, the Iranians will now be
iemp%{ns offers of further assistance. ump .

remains t0 be seene 4 :
vv H " 4y

]

P =il

;

aiy

B it

Balfour Paul)

2

Copies t&jz

Yy



3 v 3
iave learned very little 2
4o the fsilure of the
tarm plot orgenised an
d o ocour on 17 Jenuary
i They have de

wa

ted the plot.
around the Palzce wes not quite ni
though some minor incident had ocg
official account of the events on
the conspirators’ first step was t y fo 8 ] ]
regiment at Muaskar Reshid, but that at thet sisge all the
tops wers arrested. Iwo loyel soldiers died in resisting the
attempi.

2., Unofficizl reporis are contradictory znd confusing, =nd it is
unlikely that we shall learn exactly what happened. The township
of al-Thewre on the castern outskirts of Baghdad had some troops

| disposed aroun i i
| story was current thers :
(on %the main road norik Firing was
sppavently (though this is less 7irm) in the barracks of lusskar

| Rashid. The Palace area had a few exira men on duty at the road

| blocks, but was quiet throughout ik nigh The airport snd roads
| owt of Beghdzd wers closed for mosi snusy end on 22 January,
1 although the rosds vere reopene s 4

Apsrt from this, 1life in
sign of extra securiiy preec
abortive coup. - -

3, The funersl of the two "mar
grest ceremony. Factories, schoo
providad with trensport for thei
impressive Rentacrond displey. One.
its msrch with slogans snd shouts o si
there was no violence. -

| 4. The blame, 28 We S&
| placed 1nitial§.y on Amer
Zionists snd for good measur

A. A. Aclend, Bsq.,
Nesr Eassiern Depariment,

F.C.0.

AR



Sugs:guzxtly é::ra
Irani ani accounts
-uhmﬂ:?' ;videnca of Iranisn
ig ended. Our sssessment ;
to0k ce, that from zn early st
B'awﬁh infiltrated by the Iregi &
n:uns were 4n it up to their neé
duﬁwlty in suppressing it at &

5.  The timing 31’ the coup is ho
goverrment has shown over recem
terms (if they car :
that sgreement beiween the &1 ! kely then st sny .
gtage since the departure of Baz g th“ to 4alk c! 1

the Irsnians' gl ¢ for eny possibile ¥ chement between the
11, and 4% seems probable that the

at this time wmee to
does notl mean that they

1 for this purposs, &s by Ireqi
,-oad terms) the conspiracy dates from
Zurds end indeed hed ita origins at

n over the Shett al «"sb. %t is

t sought to establish the existence
'*v tors end the Eurds. This suggests

Irani ars' i._r

well befo"e t

the time of
notable 1k
< of eny li: ;

to me & desire to i 1 progress in their negotiations with the
Kurds.

6. t or hus been the decision to axecute at the |
same Raoshid Muslih and Medhst sl Haj Sirrd, {
ori {

slly se ‘ov:mur 1969 on charges of spying
the C.I ¢ two men's confessions on televisien,
the B 8 h ~e‘ ra‘ uctant to risk executing them, and ]
thare mers indeed = rumoura that their sentences hud been
commuted. It now seems ‘possible thet the suthoritiss dcliberstely
held them over until such time as this coup took place when their
exscution amid the genersl bloodbath mould ve less attention.
Alternatively they may have calou that w w

their simul .‘.-ou.n execution | " ‘
sllegutions of c I A complid‘ly in the : %
the go with or po\cntill
_r.nd purge, but at the time of writing it

“uon ih % 1tk ent may do the sem
he exce uon of the Rashid Muslih group
fil;bt ‘:4 and um‘o’:gtd (;;{n is one!.u:d)
annr vo o p nent opponents
Y H&\l Aziz ul Bquili .m
d to impli mo“t g:“‘n
t ted to o- ©
it 40 interesti ote uutmt’ho Kurda m “" on

ng t tqnw«h have been
aigni hie r
m:\.t 3ol m-‘: se and -A:Luuu ogainst him oould have &
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of some kind with the Kurds. Tha
security problem in Irag proper dogs: ;
any better shaps fo 2 chieve milita: 3 3

1% has been in the peat. i y that the o
with the Kurds, confirmed recantly e our collesgues by Herdan
Tikritl, will continue snd thst the government may well be even more
ready %o make concessions in order %o achleve agreement.

8. The bloody rsvenge which the Ba'sthists are now taking on
their opponenta will :gein confirm the viaw vwidely-hald in Irag and
abroad that the Ba'sthists sre the mest ruthless group engaged in
the periodic viclent struggle for power in this country. This may
be true. They themselwes appesr to be trying to convince us that
it is true, but it is not necesssrily so; the plotters, had th
succeaded, might vell have proved it not so. Neverthelsss, for the
momant it is the Ba'zthists whose conduct is srousing horror snd is
1ikely to prejudice the growth of reasonable relations with foreign
I/cmmtrias, including - I would guess - most Arab countries. So far

as Britein is concerned, this aeffair will csuse a setback to our
relations, psrticulerly if British press end redio comment doss not
quickly find come other juicy story on which to concentrate.

iske credit for the unfriendly demo ‘whieh,

besn warned, is st this moment a
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Among those executed was 2

,, me are told, wes the broths
ster of Defence in the short-1
8 and at present Ambassador in
abroad have sent messages of solid
the attempted coup sgainst it, buid
name has not been smongst them.

3. Wa have hezrd thatanother of ¥ executed, Second Liev
Nash'st Asker, was the son of the Under Secretary of the Nini %
of Northern Affairs and that he was in command of a posi somewhs
in the Basra region. Another of those executed was Commander of
the 15th Brigade which is deployed msar Basra, This ties in with
information from some foreigners who travelled from Basrs to Baghded
o the night of 20/21 Jsnusry and who saw troops in vehicles moving
\/gr'tlmerds on the road, =snd leads us to believe that the military
side of the coup may have developed further then et first seemed
likely from he sccounts given by the official Iragi News Agency. The
Ambasssdor hod plenned to travel to Basra over the weskend ‘24'/,%
Jenuary but, partly becsuse of the general situztion and slso becsuse
of = message from the BFC representative in Basra, Wheeler, who
implied that the situation made it aﬂinpgapriah for the Ambasszdor

0
to go thera at that time, he postpons visit. Doneld Hat
however went to Besrzs on 28 Jznusr; h : 1

Chief of Staff of the Irs
dsy. Before shooting !

ship with 15th Brigede C
plot.

&
4. The publicetion of the re
conspirators hus thrown some 1ig
who infiltrated the plot. Two ha
the Director of lilitary Operations
a long way to show why the enngira
the coup to succeed, & point which
the Bere 1ist of nonentities (spart
who were tried for their part in the

P. R. M. Hinchcliffe, Bsq., 3.
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. Sidam Hussein Al Takriti, Vice Chairman of
nt Secretary ~ General of the National (1raqi)
t Pu-ty, was one of the main targets of the recent jﬁﬁeﬂh 1ot foiled by | ra
» AL SAYYAD yastm‘day . :
The weekly published what it deseribed as a letter sen by Abdel Ghani Al Rawi, accused
of leading the alleged plot (he is still at large), to Safouk Rikan, one of 37 Iraqis executed in
connection with the plot. In the letter, Rawi asked Rikan to either kill or kidnap Takriti on the
grounds that he was a major obstacle in the way of implementing the plot. Rawi showed preferenca
to the kidnapping of Takriti *so that we can make use of him." He suggested that when kidnapped,
Takriti should be brought to Iran, "not to Syria for the two Baath factions sympathize with each
other despite their apparent differences."

Active for Long Time. AL SAYYAD, inan interview with Takriti, reported him as saying
' that "the reactionarics” and their Mexecutive agents" had been active for a long time since the

July 14th, 1958, rev ‘ution, which toppled the monarchy in Iraq. He said they made several at-
tempts during the pa | decade and became more or less active under different conditions. They .

however, failed to n. ke any significant gains, he said.

"Their main aim, " Takriti added, "was to get Iraq back to the period before the July 14th,
1958, revolution." 1. the recent plot, he said, "new faces were brought in, such as Abdel Ghani
Al Rawi and other r. ' ired officers, and a more prominent and effective role was given to foreign

countries, such as I: un," He claimed that "the Anglo-Saxon-reactionary alliance was the exec-

utive apparatus of th. plot."

Executions. As' .d to explain the mass-executions and the quick action taken against the
"plotters”, Takriti «.id: "That was something natural. How does imperialism expect us to treat
those who threatene: the revolution and the people? The only way to deal with them is to bufy
them before they wer : able to bury the people." He added that it was also natural to act qmckly
because "all the matcial evidence was available to incriminate them." If there were no sufﬁ.cxe at
evidence, he said, ! trials could have lasted for:months.

Kurdish Probles . Takriti said that one of the aims of the plotters was to obstruct the ruli

Baath's efforts to ri.ch a peaceful settlement for the Kurdish problem. He explained that by
keeping the Kurdish | .coblem pending, Iraq's combat capabilities and resources would be less
effective in confronting imperialism and Zionism, He expressed approval of the current dialogu:
between the Baathist sovernment in Baghdad and the Kurdish insurgents led by Mulla Mustafa
Barzani. He emphasized that neither of the two sides could achieve a permanent solution to this
problem through milit. ry victories.

National Front. While stressing that the ruling Baath was still conducting negotiations for . |
expanding the nations ! front, Talriti said that practical steps have already been taken towards X
this end on the level .f trade unions, syndicates and students federations, He went on to say thet
fraq was also making fforts to bring about closer cooperation with other Arab countries (which
he did not specify) "i order to serve the Arab cause, mainly, the Palestine case."
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ur kovd
The Minister of Interior said that the agreement on these matters is final,
of Palestine

He added that the =2 rization wm.mm
‘had expressed their complete readiness carry ouf agreement » sincerely
and firmly, He said that the question of arms in the had also

m-uhmmmeummmvenl-rmi(ﬂnhﬁg%imdﬂ%.
w-mxmmumdmmmrmmwﬁ, he said.

Further Arrests of Traqi Coup “Plotters"” ﬂ o

Baghdad home service in Arabic 05,45 GMT 5,2,70
Text of report from the press review:

Jazragh atfirmed to 'Al-Jumburiyan’ that
Pplotters, there were more dangerous
Court would soon ln:n-nhrn.

A question on
Mmmum"wui
-luhnmu-rﬂme-ﬂmhdhfmm

"'Near Bsstern Department,
P.C.0.
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